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DTL Christmas Party  - January 10, 2026 

By Barb & Shawn Gerrits 

      The  Dairyland Tin Lizzy 
Christmas party was a wonderful 
afternoon filled with fellowship, 
laughter and holiday cheer. The 

celebration was held at The Early 
Bird (formally Alma's) in Allen-

ton, on January 10, 2026.   

 

      April,  2026 

— Continued on page 3 

Although Sharon and Tod Wirth origi-

nally planned the event, they were not 

able to attend and graciously asked 

Barb Gerrits to step in as host.   

     Guests began 

arriving around 
2:30 p.m. greeting 
one another with 
smiles and lively 

conversation. 
Members enjoyed 
catching up on 
past events, winter 
projects, and 

plenty of Model T 
stories.  



 

P a g e  2  T h e  B u z z  

 

 

May 4th, 8th  Model T Day at Kettle Moraine Lutheran HS 
11th or 12th Date will be weather dependent and is still TBD until we are closer.  

    See full details inside! 
 

Late May  Model T Day at Grand Avenue Elementary  
    ...in Prairie du Sac   Date is still TBD but will likely be in the last 2  
    weeks of May.  Contact Shawn Gerrits if you are interested. 
 

May 23-25  Destination Door County 2026 
    2 rooms remain at Runaway Lodge as of press time. Join us if you  
    can!  Contact Pete if interested.  Runaway Lodge: (920) 746-4046 
 

June 6   Yellowstone Trail Day 2026 
    Visit historical societies in communities along Hwy 175.  
    Starts in Theresa this year.  Full details are inside. 
 

June 20   Summer University Work Day 
    with Ladies’ Day Activities  -  Rich Edler’s place, Waldo. 
    Timing and details will be announced but save the date! 
 

July 11   Showdown at Sanford Field - Hillsboro, WI  
    Speedster & vintage drag racing and car show at a historic air strip 
    Contact Billy Vrana for more details. 
     

September 19 Roads & Runways Car Show at EAA 
    Show your car alongside vintage aircraft.      
    Contact Ken Lefeber for more details. 
 

October ?   Fall Business Meeting 
    Date and location are still TBD.    
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Dairyland Tin Lizzies Officers 

President: Pete Humphrey  

Vice President: Kevin Bruso     

Webmaster: Carol Gumbinger   

Treasurer: Ken Lefeber 

Secretary: Jim Rodell, Jr. 

Newsletter: Pete & Shelly Humphrey 



 

P a g e  3  T h e  B u z z  —Continued from Page 1 

      At 3:00pm, the always-anticipated white elephant gift exchange began. The room quickly filled with laughter 

as creatively wrapped packages were selected, opened and occasionally “stolen” in good fun. From practical 
items to humorous surprises, each gift added to the entertainment. By 4:15 pm, the final package was opened and 
the exchange concluded with plenty of smiles. 

      
     The staff at The Early Bird went above and beyond to ac-
commodate our group. They provided a designated area for the 
white elephant gifts and set up a special table for the many des-
serts brought by our members. Their friendliness and attention 

to detail was amazing throughout the evening. 
      At 5:00 p.m. the buffet was set out for the group. The food 

was delicious and 
received many 

compliments 
from members. In 
addition to the 
buffet, DTL 
member’s con-

tributed an assort-
ment of delicious 
homemade deserts which 
provided a perfectly sweet 

ending to the meal. 

      Throughout the party, 
conversations continued to 
revolve around upcoming 

tours, restoration projects, club activities and treasured memories involv-

ing our beloved model T's. The camaraderie and shared enthusiasm for 
the hobby was evident, reminding everyone why the Dairyland Tin 

Lizzies is such a special group. 

      A heartfelt thank you to The Early Bird staff for there exceptional 
hospitality and to everyone who attended and helped make this year's 

Christmas party a memorable and enjoyable gathering. We look forward                  

 to another wonderful year together.  
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      The Vrana Frame and Body Shop was once again the site for our annual Winter Model T University.  On 

January 31st, roughly 40 to 50 Model T enthusiasts from the Dairyland Tin Lizzies as well as other area clubs 
gathered to participate in “all things Model T”. 

     The day began with a swap meet and “T-talk”.   There was plenty 

to see and talk about of course and the Model T talk continued 

throughout the day.  Shortly after things got underway, the ladies 

headed out for their “Ladies Day” of shopping, sipping and other fun. 

      

     Our resident coil expert Tod 

Wirth set up his testing station and 

got to work troubleshooting and 

adjusting coils brought in by our 

members and guests.  This service 

is much appreciated by all who 

have taken advantage of it! 

      

     The morning flew by quickly 

and soon it was time for lunch.  

Billy Vrana organized a terrific 

lunch of chili with all the fixin’s.  

There were chips, snacks and 

plenty of dessert options as well, 

some were homemade!  No one 

went hungry. 

  After lunch, the presentations  began.  Gregg Zangl demon-

strated the finer points of manifold straightening.  This proc-

ess is best done on a jig, but can also be done on an engine 

block if you happen to have a spare.   

Winter Tin Lizzy University  -  January 31, 2026 

— Continued on next page 

    It is best if two people do this.  One applies and maintains an 

even heat while another one straightens. 

     It involves the application of 

heat and a gentle adjustment.   
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     It’s also very easy to go too far with the adjustment and break the manifold in the middle.  If that happens, the 

manifold is not automatically scrap.                                                                

 

 

 

 

     Pete Humphrey led a discussion on timers 

with the help of Fritz and Keith Gumbinger.  

Of course we all know that the Ts came off of Henry’s assembly line with roller timers.  These timers were not 

as reliable as ol’ Henry would have liked. They were prone to poor operation because of dirt and oil preventing 

good contact.  Also, the roller shaft wore prematurely and the roller’s travel would become eccentric and would 

skip.   

This led to 

the birth of 

yet another 

cottage indus-

try designed 

to “fix” one 

of the Model 

T’s many 

shortcomings.   

Many compa-

nies came up 

with their own versions of the “perfect” timer.  And while many did not survive, 

several have.  And a few newcomers are on the market today as well.  Some of the 

timers that were discussed include the New Day, Crystal, Redmond, E-Timer, I-Timer, TW Timer, distributors 

and of course the roller.  It was a good discussion and many attendees spoke up about their experiences with the                       

 various models.   

—Continued from Page 4 

— Continued on next page 

    You can set up the broken manifold 

on an engine block and braze the 

pieces back together.  Doing this on a 

block eliminates the guesswork of 

getting things lined up properly.  
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     One of our newer members, Joe Baranek, spoke briefly about his experiences with the clutch discs.  This is a 

topic that could easily be revisited in depth at a future University. 

     Our final presenter, Rob Maasch, gave a detailed demonstration of magnet recharging when the magnets are 

outside of the car.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

Using a home-built charger, a compass and a Gauss magnetic field tester, Rob walked through the dos and 

don’ts of this sometimes confusing process.  

 

A big thank you goes out to all of our presenters and to Billy 

for hosting this event again this year! 

—Continued from Page 5 
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University Ladies’ Day  -  January 31, 2026 

By Shelly Humphrey 

     It was another wonderful gathering 

for Ladies’ Day and possibly our best 
attended yet! Nine ladies joined in the 
fun: Carol Brodtke, Barb Leonhardt, 
Mae Jean Zelle, Colleen Rodell, Tammy 

Fischer, Pam Zangl, Vicki Trupp, Diane 
Scheid, and Shelly Humphrey. 
     Diane Scheid led the group and intro-
duced us to several new spots to explore. 
We kicked off the day at Creative Brews, 

a charming new coffee and pastry shop 
that also features handmade goods from 
local vendors. With warm drinks and 
sweet treats in hand, we settled in to relax, chat, and catch up before browsing the unique crafts on display. 

     Next, we set out to walk off those calories with a bit of shopping. Our destination was a new antique mall in 
Barton—an impressive space spanning two buildings, three floors, and multiple entrances. There was no shortage 
of vintage treasures, and several of us found special items to take home.  Pam and Vicki decided to linger a bit 
longer to continue their treasure hunt while the rest of us moved on to lunch. 

     We gathered in downtown West Bend for sandwiches at Game Over before continuing our shopping tradition 
with stops at some of our favorite local spots: Savoring Thyme, Ann D’s and Christy Mac’s. 
     As the afternoon came to a close, messages from the guys let us know that Tin Lizzie U was wrapping up. 
With that, we concluded our day of laughter, connection and camaraderie, and made our way back to Vrana’s 
shop.        A big thank you to Diane for planning such a fun and memorable day! 

Buzz Classifieds 

Wanted to buy:     Ford Script 21" Black spare tire cover  

        Contact:  Jack Leonhardt 920-226-1005  

     Hello Dairyland Tin Lizzies members!  A quick reminder that membership dues for the 2026 tour-

ing season are now due.  If you have not already paid, please send your check for our modest member-

ship dues of $15, payable to “Dairyland Tin Lizzies”, to: Ken Lefeber, 805 Meadow Lane, Plymouth, 

WI  53073.  As was voted by the club membership, you must be paid up by June 1st of this year to re-

main a member in good standing.  Thanks in advance! 

     This club thrives because of the participation and contributions of its members.  Please consider 

organizing a day-tour for our club this summer.  We could really use a tour in July and another in Au-

gust.  It doesn’t have to be fancy.  A simple drive for some custard would do the trick.   

  If you plan it, they will come!     -President Pete 
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The Bet is on at Model T University 

By Keith Gumbinger 

     At the January DTL Model T University, an entertaining discussion unfolded between two of our distin-

guished senior members regarding how long a Model T restoration should take. 

     Bob Bruso and Keith Gumbinger are each restoring 1927 Fordor sedans and between the two of them, 

they’ve managed to turn a typical restoration project into a long-term lifestyle. 

     Just how long are we talking? These cars have been “in progress” for over 15 years.  

     Now, adding a bit of motivation (or pressure), Bob’s wife Sarah and Keith’s wife Carol have both expressed 
a strong desire to actually ride in these cars, preferably on the Door County Tour over Memorial Day weekend. 

Given that Door County weather can be cold and damp, a nice closed car would be ideal… assuming, of course, 

the cars ever get finished. 

     To be fair, part of the delay may be attributed to the fact that both Bob and Keith are now proud octogenari-
ans. As they’ve admitted, their “get up and go” may have… well… gotten up and gone. Unfortunately for them, 

their wives’ ability to remind them about unfinished projects remains in excellent working condition. 

     The good news? Both cars are almost done.  Bob’s Fordor has been re-wooded, upholstered, and painted. It 
has a new Berg’s radiator, and it runs and drives. In other words, it’s very close; just not quite close enough to 

trust on a tour without a little more shakedown (and a very well stocked toolbox). 

     Keith’s car is also making progress. It has a rebuilt engine, a Ruckstell axle and has been run, but not actu-
ally driven yet. It still needs a few days of finishing work and installation of the upholstery kit, which has been 

carefully aging in the spare bedroom for over 15 years. (Perhaps it may be considered a period-correct antique 
itself.) The rest of the car is in fine shape, with touched-up paint, new tires, a serviced radiator and a freshly re-

plated radiator shell. 

     So here we are: two nearly finished cars, a few weeks to go before the tour and two very confident owners. 

     Bob and Keith each insist his car will be done first.  Naturally, there are skeptics. 

     To settle the matter, a 

wager has been placed; a 
full $5 bet, with photo-
graphic evidence to ensure 
no funny business. High 

stakes, indeed. 

     Are there side bets? 
Probably.  Will both cars 
make the tour? That’s a 
much riskier question.  

You’ll have to show up 
for the Door County Tour 
to find out who wins and 
whether either wife finally 
gets that long-awaited 

ride. 
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Highlights from  Rock & Pam’s Fall Tour  - November 1, 2025 
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                                        Dairyland Tin Lizzies                                    Dairyland Tin Lizzies                                    

        Minutes of April 12, 2026 Business MeetMinutes of April 12, 2026 Business Meetinging  

— Continued on next page 
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Please RSVP to Shawn Gerrits at 920-382-6442 if you can attend. 

     Help bring history to life for American History students at KML while they are 

learning about Henry Ford and the American industrial revolution.  We have the 

opportunity to meet with as many as five classes throughout the day for about 40 

minutes each. 

     Our itinerary will include a brief history of Henry Ford, the Ford Motor Com-

pany and the Model T.  We will then demonstrate some of the unique characteris-

tics of our Tin Lizzies and provide Model T rides. 

     This is an excellent opportunity to promote our hobby by sharing our knowl-

edge and Model Ts with the next generation. 

Possible dates: May 4th, 8th, 11th or 

12th, 2026   7:30am - 3pm 
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