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After stopping for gas, we visited the Rahr – West Art Museum 
near downtown Manitowoc.  The Rahr – West is an outstanding early 1900’s mansion which now has a mod-
ern addition for the Art Museum display area.  In this restored home we saw beautiful  

Destination Door County– 2018                               

Memorial Day Tour - May 26 - 29 

By Keith Gumbinger 

This tour is a Saturday – Sunday – Monday Tour over the Memorial Day weekend, 
but several participants arrive on Friday evening.  As has become the tradition for a 
few years, the people who arrived early went out to eat at the Texas Roadhouse.  
There were about a dozen of us who showed up at the restaurant.  We didn’t have 
reservations but they found a place for all 
of us even though the place was packed on 
this Friday night.  We visited with each 
other and had a nice dinner, and like we 
needed it, many of us went over to Culvers 
for…. you guessed it, custard!!!      

Who can say no to custard?  We gath-
ered on Saturday Morning at about 
9am to begin the tour.  Diane Scheid 
gave the tour instructions which were 
very thorough and well organized, and 
then we were on our way. 

— Continued on page 3 
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October 6   Rock & Pam’s Fall Color TT Tour  
     Meet at 9am at Zangl’s: N120 W16014 Freistadt Road 

     Germantown 
 

November 11  Fall Business Meeting 
     At Kim’s 5 Corners Tavern, Waldo — 2pm 

 

January ??   DTL Christmas Party? 
      

41st Annual Texas T-Party 

 Hosted by Space City T’s Chapter 

 Schulenburg, Texas -  October 10th thru 13th, 2018 

MTFCA National Tour & Annual Meeting  

 Hosted by the North America Touring T’s 

 Sierra Vista, Arizona - February 17th thru 22nd, 2019 

2019 Winter Tour 

 Hosted by the Tin Lizzie Club of North Central Florida 

U P C O M I N G  2 0 1 8 / 1 9  E V E N T S  
Save these dates! 

 
Dairyland Tin Lizzies Officers 

 

President: Gregg Zangl   ***  Treasurer: Ken Lefeber 

Vice President: Kevin Bruso   ***  Webmaster: Carol Gumbinger 

Secretary: Jim Rodell, Jr.   ***  Newsletter Editors: Pete & Shelly Humphrey

  

U P C O M I N G  N A T I O N A L  
E V E N T S  

See the details for these national events in  the current  issue of  The Vintage Ford. 
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restored woodwork throughout.   

We ventured on scenic roads often over looking Lake 
Michigan to our lunch stop at the Fish Tale Ale House restaurant in Algoma.  The 
lunch crowd was gone by the time we got there so we pretty much had the place to 
ourselves and enjoyed fast service.  After lunch we walked around the lakeshore 
area of Algoma and some of us visited the Von Stiehl winery.  As we drove on from Algoma to Sturgeon Bay, we 
used the lakeside roads, sometimes going so close to Lake Michigan, you could almost touch the lake!  After 
passing through Sturgeon Bay, we paused for a stretch break at the “Canal Overlook”.  Since we were running 
late we didn’t stay there very long.   

We arrived at our host Motel, The Runaway 
Lodge in Valmy, around 6:30 and were warmly 
welcomed by John and Mary Boston the motel 
operators.  They had everything ready for us 
and we were soon settled in. This year marked 
the 10th year staying at The Runaway Lodge.  
We keep coming back because it’s just the 
right size for our tour group and John and Mary 

are so nice and make us feel right at home. 

With our late arrival and the weather  being a bit iffy, 
we decided to just spread out our snacks on the motel 

walkway.  We  grazed for awhile, talked 
Model Ts and then turned in for the night. 

—Continued from Page 1 
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              On Sunday morning 
the weather was nice 
and we were ready to 
go.  We had a light 
breakfast in the park-
ing area at the motel 
& left at 9am heading 
for our first stop of 
the day, The Ridges 
Sanctuary in        

Next we visited Grandma’s 
Swedish Bakery in Rowley’s 
Bay.  Grandma’s has delicious 
baked goods. Our stop here was 
getting close to lunch time, but 

many of us enjoyed a 
pastry snack anyway or 
took something to go. 
Well, you only live once, 
right?                       
We continued  on to our 
lunch stop in Ellison 
Bay.  We had our choice 

of  eating at either the Vi-
king Grill or the Mink River 
Basin.  After lunch we drove on to the Ellison Bluff County Park where we 
walked on the trails to the high fenced 
overlook for a great view of the 
bluffs overlooking the waters of 
Green Bay.   

—Continued from page 3 

Bailey’s Harbor.  The Ridges is a wonderful na-
ture sanctuary with an interpretive display area.  
Everyone enjoyed it, especially Jackson Edler, 
who at 3 years old is an enthusiastic tour mem-
ber.  

— Continued on next page 
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After visiting Ellison Bluff, we had a nice leisurely drive along the scenic bay side 
of the peninsula, eventually arriving in Sister Bay at the Tannenbaum Holiday Shop. 
Look!  Across the street is the Door County Ice Cream Factory!  Yes, the ice cream 
was good.   
From here we drove to the Wood Orchard Market which was pretty busy on this 
nice afternoon.  We browsed around and sampled the dips and jams provided and 

bought some gifts & knick-knacks.  While most of us were sampling and shopping in the store, some of the kids 
(big and little) were trying out the kiddy cars out in front of the store.  What fun, right Gregg? 

We then stopped at the Door Peninsula Winery and Distillery.  We barely made it there by their 6pm closing 
time, so this was a really quick visit.  Then we headed back to our home base, Runaway Lodge. 

 

—Continued from page 4 

— Continued on next page 

For our Sunday evening dinner, we had a nice pot luck in the back yard of the motel.  With everyone bringing 
something to share, there was a lot to choose from. A big bonfire followed.  At dusk, Larry Summers brought 
out his guitar began to play.  He then accompanied the singing of Dave and Marci DeYoung.  We all soon joined 
in around the fire.  It was a very relaxing way to wind up a wonderful day of touring. 
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Monday was pack up and drive home day.  John Boston, our cordial host, had coffee made for us in front of the 
motel as we loaded up our cars.  

We pulled out of Runaway Lodge at 8am bound for Sturgeon 
Bay and breakfast at the Betsy Ross Family Restaurant.  Af-
ter we finished breakfast, were once again on our way south.  
We had rest breaks in Algoma and in Kewaunee and then 
headed to Manitowoc and the Cedar Crest Dairy for – what 
else – more ice cream!!!  At Cedar Crest, we were met by 
Paul Brodtke and his kids and had a nice visit with them. 

After our sumptuous stop at Cedar Crest, we were soon back 
at the Kohler parking lot 
in Sheboygan and the tour 
was over.  Now we are 
left with memories and 

pictures to remind us of another fantastic tour to Door County. 

Most of the T’s ran well on the tour, but Rich Edler had some dirt in the gas 
and had a flat tire.  Ken Lefeber’s car was not running very well for much 
of the tour, but he did make it to Cedar Crest in Manitowoc.  There it was 
determined he had a blown head gasket & his car had to be towed. 

There were 13 Ts on the tour, probably our largest Door County tour yet.  Those participating on the tour were:  
DeWayne Fritz and Diane Scheid, Dan and Phyllis Schultz with Dan’s Sister Diane and her husband Steve, 
Pete and Shelly Humphrey, Keith and Carol Gumbinger, Gregg and Pam Zangl, Paul and Debbie Wilcox, John 
and Carol Brodtke, Russ Brodtke and Chris Klessig, Ken Lefeber, Jack and Barb Leonhardt, Rich Edler and 
Jackson, Dave and Gail DeYoung with Beckah and Marci, and guests from Missouri, Larry and Pat Summers. 

Many thanks to Diane Scheid and DeWayne Fritz for organizing the tour and arranging everything and to Dan 
and Phyllis Schultz for the tour routes and leading us on all those gorgeous back roads around Door County.  
Job very well done! 

—Continued from page 5 



 

P a g e  7  T h e  B u z z  

 

P a g e  7  T h e  B u z z  

 

By Keith Gumbinger and Billy Vrana  

The tour started at 9 am from Joe Vrana’s Body Shop in West Bend.  For awhile the weather was very iffy and we doubted 
if this would be a good day for a tour.  We decided to head out anyway and got going about 9:30. The weather improved 

and turned out very nice.   
The first stop was just down 
the road about a quarter 
mile from the starting point 
to the restored Barton Roller 
Mill.  This started as a saw-
mill in the 1840’s using the 
Milwaukee river for power.  
In 1863 the railroad came 
through and with lumber 
being cheaper, the mill was 
turned into a flour mill.  Our 
tour guide at the Barton 

Flour Mill was Mike Vrana (Billy Vrana’s Uncle) and Mike Dricken 
who’s grandparents, the Gallows, were the last ones to operate the Mill. 
The Mill was remodeled into office suites in the early 1990’s, but still 
generates electric power using a water turbine. 
Our second stop was at the Boltonville Feed Mill.  Tom Miller, the owner, 
was our tour guide.  Tom gave us a very thorough talk about the history of 
the Mill.  It was started in 1854 using water power from Stoney Creek.  

The Mill Pond is ¼ mile west of the mill and had 
the head race underground to the mill.  The mill 
is still supplying farmers and hobby farmers with 
feed. 
Tom made it known that he’s looking forward to 
retirement soon and hopes that someone will con-
tinue to operate the mill as all his customers 

don’t want this valuable resource to close. 

After the Boltonville Mill, we drove on some very nice 
winding country roads that were carefully picked out 
for us by our tour organizer, Billy Vrana.  The roads 
were just right for our Model T’s, with some farmland 
and some scenic Kettle Moraine too. 

The Three Mill Tour  -  June 2, 2018 

— Continued on next page 
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Next we stopped at the Dundee Mill.  Two members of the 
Dundee Historical Society gave us a very nice tour & showed 
us pictures of when the mill was in operation and under resto-
ration.  This mill, like the Barton Mill, also generates electric-
ity using a turbine and generator mostly in the spring when the 
water is high.  The water that goes through the Dundee Mill, 
goes through Mauthe Lake, then past New Fane and Kewas-
kum and ends up at the Barton Dam & through their turbine.  
Henry Ford, being a man of efficiency, would have loved that! 

Next was a very important part of any tour, lunch! We ate at 
The Hamburger Haus, which is right in front of the Dundee 
Mill.  We were a little 
worried about Jack and 
Barb Leonhardt’s truck 
being parked right by a 
NO TRUCKING sign, but 
it turned out ok.  The food 
and ice cream were phe-
nomenal!  Well, all we do 
is ride around and eat ice 
cream, right? 

Even though our club is all about Model T Fords, we made an 
exception for our next stop when we visited DeWayne Fritz’s Studebaker Garage in beautiful downtown Beechwood.  The 
Fritz garage was an interesting stop with a nice mix of Model T’s, classic cars and race cars.  Garage tours are always fun!   

—Continued from page 7 
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The only mechanical problem on the tour was at Fritz’s 
Garage when Billy’s T wouldn’t start.  It turned out 
that the pin that holds the pulley on the crankshaft was 
gone.  After a quick look into Billy’s tool box, a tem-
porary fix was made and the tour continued. 

Our last stop wasn’t a Mill at all.  It was at the Bemis 
Floral Greenhouse just outside of Batavia. They had 
quite a selection of plants, flowers and garden items.  
While there, we were entertained by Jackson Edler, 
Rich’s Grandson who was pulling a garden cart 
around, sometimes with people on it.  As you can 
imagine, Jackson is a very active 3-year-old! 

The tour was about over, and we headed back to Joe’s Body 
Shop.  On the way we made a little side jaunt through 
Young America, a little burg just up the river from the Vil-
lage of Barton.  There we went past the Suckow Mill which 

is now a private residence. 

A big THANK YOU to Billy Vrana for 
organizing and hosting this tour, his first.  
Billy said he has a few more ideas for 
tours that we can enjoy in the future.   

—Continued from page 8 
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By Keith Gumbinger 

This Model T University Work Day at Rich Edler’s place was the biggest and busiest one yet!  There were about 35 
guys there working on multiple projects, plus 10 ladies who went on their own excursion.  Because there was so 
much going on, this article will be split into 3 parts: 

Resurrection of Rich Edler’s ’14 Touring 

Our story of this ’14 Touring begins back in 1967 or 
68 when an estate had it for sale in Neosho, WI and was taking bids on it.  Jim Rodell Sr. went to see it and bid on 
it, but he was out bid.  Ott Wollersheim from Waukesha got the car and sold it to Rod Prinsen some time later.  Nei-
ther Rod nor Ott ever drove or even ran the car and Rod stored it inside all the time.  For at least the last 20 years 
the car was in a car trailer in Rich’s shed.  After Rod’s passing, Rich inherited the car.  This car is extremely origi-
nal and appears to have very few miles on it.  The odometer shows 5,734 miles, but the speedometer drive is miss-
ing so that figure is not accurate.       Indications that this car has very low mileage are: 

Specific data on this car: 
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Model T University  & Ladies’ Day -  June 16, 2018 

1.  Resurrection of  Rich Edler’s ’14 Touring 
2.  Other rebuild / repair projects done that day 
3.  The Ladies Day excursion 

The steering wheel still has some black paint on it  
The 3 pedals show very little wear 
The quadrant still has sharp notches on it for the spark and  throttle; they are not worn down. 
The body is extremely straight and appears to have all the original panels and they are in excellent condition. 
It still has the engine pans on it, which have usually been removed. 

Engine number 472615 = assembled on March 13, 1914. 
Front seat frame is stamped W2 = Wilson Body, the “2” might mean a February body. 
There is no body maker  initial stamped on the top of either the front or rear toe kick panels. 
The headlights, taillight and left cowl light are E & J. 
The right side cowl light is a Jno. Brown, probably a replacement. 
It has ’13 style fenders with no bead stamped on the inner panels, either on the front or rear. 
The radiator has the embossed panel with Ford Motor Company and serial # 491969 on it.  
It has a Prest-o-Lite tank with the gauge on it. 
The rear carpet is the correct cocoa type mat. 
It has the roll up rear curtain. 
The rear wheels were replaced. 
It has a 2 piece driveshaft. 
It has a Vanguard windshield. 

— Continued on next page 
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More data on this car: 

This list could go on and on, but it all shows that this is a low mileage car, very original and not molested, 
probably just like it was when last used back in the day. 
Resurrection work done on the car at this event: 

Rich and Jim Rodell Sr. removed the car from the trailer it was stored in for so long and parked it just inside 
the overhead door to Rich’s big shed.  Rich had purchased two rear wheels with used tires on them, and Denis 
Pulvermacher removed the old rear wheels, cleaned the backing plates & mounted those two rear wheels & 
tires.  Then he moved to the front wheels which had no tires on them.  Denis used a wire wheel to skillfully 
remove the rusty scale from the wheels and then mounted two new tires and tubes that Rich had bought.  The 
car now had 4 tires mounted and they were holding air. 

There were no coils in the coil box, so Rich found a set of rebuilt coils 
and Keith Gumbinger and Pete Humphrey installed them. Jim Rodell 
Sr. checked the wiring & coils using an auxiliary battery and found 
that the coils all buzzed just fine.   

Jim Rodell Jr. rounded up some gas & flushed the gas tank out.  It had 
been drained and was clean inside.  After pouring in more gas, the car-
buretor leaked profusely.  Rich searched for a rebuilt carb in his stash,  
and while waiting for the carb, Denis used an old trick to check if gas  

One front wheel has a “H” on the joint plate = Hayes, while the other front wheel joint plate is unreadable. 
It appears to have the original upholstery in black leatherette with leather on the first roll of the armrests.    
It has the original off-white front floor mat that also has  two holes behind the pedals from the drivers heels. 
The top appears to be original & is torn in several places. 

In the meantime, Jim Rodell Jr. drained the old oil and put in new oil.  The engine was found to turn over eas-
ily and had compression. 

— Continued on next page 
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was the problem with an engine that wouldn’t run.  He soaked a rag with gas and held it on the intake manifold.  
Keith cranked the car and it sputtered and popped right away!  The carburetor was then installed, gas put into the 
tank, the switch turned on and it was time to try to start the car after the loooong hibernation.  Keith cranked 
awhile, then Paul Wilcox took over and the car started and  ran good without any further adjustments.  It was 
shut off quickly as there was no water in the radiator. 

In the meantime, the right front tire was losing air, so another new tube was found and Gregg Zangl used his tire 
changing skills to pry the tire off with his hands and install the new tube.  Watching Gregg mount tires is always 
a treat! 

Water was put in 
and the car 
started again and 
backed out of the 
shed.  It was run-
ning, and running 
pretty good too!  
We didn’t even 
take the timer off 
to check it, but it 
worked. 

We took turns driving it around the yard.  Jim Rodell 
Sr. was first with Keith riding along.  The car ran very smooth, & shifted nicely.  What a treat, driving a low 
mileage car in such original condition.  Even the bands worked well and were nice and smooth.  This was a once 
in a lifetime experience for many of us.  Many Model T’ers never have the opportunity to work on and drive a 
“Rip Van Winkle” type car like this. 

— Continued on next page 
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Other restoration / repair work done that day in Rich’s smaller garage: 

Kevin & Dan Bruso & Shawn and Nate Gerrits rebuilt the 
rear axle from Shawn’s ’24 Depot Hack.  It had broken an 
axle shaft on the way to the EAA event 2 years ago & 
Shawn now had all the parts to rebuild it & they got it done. 

Jeff Pagels had his ’24 Roadster there and he got help ad-
justing the bearings and it now ran much better.  Before 
today, Jeff was hesitant about driving the car any distance, 
but now it ran so well he anxiously drove it home to Mani-
towoc. 

DeWayne Fritz had his ’26 Coupe there and Jack Leonhardt 
did an in-the-car magnet re-charge. 

We kept Rich busy all day long:  Checking on the ’14 res-
urrection, getting parts for it, back and forth overseeing the 
projects in the other garage, and he arranged for lunch too!  
We had a delicious lunch catered by Kim’s 5 Corners Restaurant.  It was great as always. 

Ladies’ Day Excursion: 

The Ladies started their outing with a quick stop at the 
Old World Wisconsin sausage shop in Sheboygan.  So 
many yummy treats at amazingly low prices.   

Then onto Phyllis Schultz’ house to freshen up and get 
ready for our big excursion of the day. Before heading 
out, Carol Brodke shared her delicious homemade cook-
ies to make sure we had plenty of ‘energy’ for our outing. 

We left Phyllis’ for Christopher Farm and Gardens.  This 
is located just north of Sheboygan right on the Lake 

Michigan 
shoreline and 
is just a few 
doors down 
from Dan and 
Phyllis’ 
house.  It’s an 
absolutely 
beautiful 500 
acre privately 
owned botani-

cal garden and farm.  Thank you Phyllis 
for arranging this great excursion for us.   

— Continued on next page 
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From here we went  
over to Millers Glen Golf Course for a lei-
surely lunch.  Re-energized, we proceeded  to 
Wood Lake in Kohler to do some shopping.  
As we were enjoying our gelato on the patio 
we realized the  afternoon had flown by.  We 
checked in with the guys, and sure enough, 
they were closing up shop for the day, so we 
finished the gelato and made our way back to 
Rich’s place.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                          

    
  

Become a member of the Model T Ford Club of America.  Active mem-
bership includes all the privileges of the Club, including six issues of 
The Vintage Ford , free admission to the Model T Museum for member 
and immediate family and one voting ballot per member-family for elec-
tion of the Club’s Board of Directors.  Annual dues are $40 for the U.S.  
Lifetime memberships are available.   

Direct correspondence to :                                                      
MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AMERICA                                           

P. O. Box 996                                                                          
Richmond, IN 47375- 0996                                                    

Those present were:  Rich Edler, DeWayne  Fritz & Diane Scheid, Jeff  & Renee Fritz, , Jim Rodell Sr., Jim Jr., 
Colleen, Eric and Ethan Rodell, Samuel Raether, Denis Pulvermacher, Greg Zangl, Paul Wilcox, John & How-
ard Fischer, Gary Prost & Chad Prost, Rick & Irene Schwechler, Duane & Nita Nicholson, Ken Lefeber, Pete & 
Shelly Humphrey, John & Carol Brodtke, Bill Kvindlog, Kevin, Bob & Dan Bruso, Shawn & Nate Gerrits, Joe 
Vrana & Billy Vrana, Jack & Barb Leonhardt, Jeff Pagels, Dan & Phyllis Schultz and Keith & Carol Gumbin-
ger. Apologies if I missed anyone. 
Well, this was really a fun day for everyone, the guys and the gals!  A lot was accomplished and a good time was 
had by all.  Many thanks to Rich Edler, Mary Miller and Rich’s Sisters for all the work and planning to make 
this happen and for providing a wonderful place for this great event! 

—Continued from page 13 
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