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TT Chatter --- from the Cab of Jack Leonhardt
For Wisconsin, June is Dairy month and the start of summer.  Since our last publication of The 
Buzz, Dairyland Tin Lizzies held there third and remaining scheduled Tin Lizzie University on April 
28th for 2012 at Rich Edler’s Estate.  Rich and T friends – Rod Prinsen, Keith Pfeifer, and Mike 
Kuester prepared his shop for Jim Hess’s presentation on Model T Vehicle Inspection.  A total of 31 
Model T enthusiasts and Dairyland Tin Lizzie members participated at the University – it was a great 
turn out, and Jim provided an excellent presentation.   Jim’s detailed explanation and 
implementation of the Dairyland Tin Lizzies Model T Vehicle Inspection Form to the class was well 
received.

After Jim’s presentation – the Edler clan hosted a great feast of Brats, Hamburgers, Potato Salad, 
Beans, Desserts, and beverages to all.  A big thank you goes out to Rich, and Sisters Delores, 
Marlene, Donna, daughter Chrissy, son Corey, and Uncle Art for there hours slaving at preparing the 
fantastic food.   

With everyone fed, a mini tour from Rich’s Estate proceeded to the Sheboygan County Airport 
where we toured the Aviation Heritage Museum (I believe Ford Zangl enjoyed flying the antique 
simulator plane). We then drove to Sheboygan Falls and stopped at a friend of Rich’s, Art Sabel, 
who showed us his antique collection of gas pumps and automotive shop equipment memorabilia. 
We then headed south to Gibbsville where we stopped to purchase good ole’ Gibbsville cheese. 
From there we drove west to Rich’s Estate -- wrapped up loose ends and called it a great day of 
friends, food, education and touring. 

For those Dairyland Tin Lizzie members that belong to MTFCI, you may have seen in the May/June 
Model T Times publication an article on Straightening A Bent Front Axle by Harlon Pilon & Dave 
Knutsons.  Great illustrations and text of Redneck Engineering ---- kudos to Harlon & Dave.

“Destination Door Tour” – once again, Dan & Phyllis arranged and executed a wonderful tour of 
Door County to include Washington Island for the Memorial Day weekend.  While on Washington 
Island we visited friends of Carol & Keith Gumbinger --- Bob & Peg Nickolai.  We had the 
opportunity to peer at Bob’s vehicles and in some cases purchase some Model t treasures. 
Between Shawn Gerrits and Pete Humphrey, many photos of the three day tour were taken – we 
should be able to see the fruits of their efforts.  Vehicle wise, things went well with the exception of a 
broken axle on Keith & Carol’s Roadster Pickup.  This tour was the maiden trip for Paul & Debbie 
Wilcox’s 1920 Depot Hack – the workmanship was excellent in the hand crafted body.

Regards,
       Jack



Dairyland Tin Lizzies
Minutes of April 15, 2012 Meeting

The spring meeting of the Dairyland Tin Lizzies was called to order at 2:06 pm by President Jack Leonhardt 
on Sunday April 15th, at Aidan O’Reilly’s Pub and Restaurant in Allenton, Wisconsin.

Members present were:
     John & Carol Brodtke Kevin Bruso Richard Edler
     John Fretschl DeWayne Fritz Shawn Gerrits
     Keith & Carol Gumbinger Jim Hess Pete & Shelly Humphrey
     Mike & Pat Kuester Larry Lamont Jack & Barbara Leonhardt
     Keith Pfeifer Denis & Melodie Pulvermacher  Jim Rodell, Sr.
     Jim, Jr. & Colleen Rodell Eric & Ethan Rodell Diane Scheid
     Dan & Phyllis Schultz Joe Vrana Paul & Debbie Wilcox
     Jim Wright Gregg & Pam Zangl

     Secretary Jim Rodell, Jr. read minutes of the November 13, 2011 meeting.  Jim Hess moved to approve 
the minutes.  Jim Rodell, Sr. seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
 
    Treasurer Pete Humphrey distributed copies of the Treasurer’s Report showing income and expenses from 
April 9, 2011 to April 14, 2012 with a balance of $1571.92.

     Our club currently has 53 member families, which would each pay $10 dues for the new club year.  A
refund of 10% was given to “Escape to Wisconsin” tour participants because of over-payments totaling 
$1903.45.  Keith Gumbinger moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Jim Hess seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.

     Webmaster Carol Gumbinger asked members to submit materials to her for the club website.
     Newsletter editor Shelly Humphrey reported that she has published three issues of The Buzz, since taking 
over in November.  Members showed their appreciation with a round of applause.

OLD BUSINESS:
     President Jack Leonhardt recognized the efforts of John Battell in converting the club’s collection of 
Model T restoration videos to DVD format.  Jack will assume the duty of club librarian to loan the DVDs to 
interested members.
     Keith Gumbinger reported on the club Christmas party held January 15th at Chissy’s Restaurant in Waldo 
and thanked Barbara Leonhardt for organizing the event.

     President Jack Leonhardt reported on the first Tin Lizzie University session held January 21st at the 
Brodtke shop.  Jack thanked Carol Brodtke for providing an excellent meal, and Jack distributed certificates 
to the 17 members who attended the event.
     President Jack Leonhardt also reported on the Tin Lizzie University #2, held at Vrana Frame and Body 
Shop in West Bend on February 25th.  34 members attended on a pleasant winter day.  Jack also provided 
certificates of attendance.
NEW BUSINESS:
     President Leonhardt acknowledged Harlan Pilon for the article written about front axle straightening using 
a log splitter, which Harlan submitted to The Buzz and The Vintage Ford.

     President Jack Leonhardt and Richard Edler announced plans for the third session of Tin Lizzie University 
to be held at Edler’s shop near Waldo on April 28th.  Participants should arrive by 10 am for a Model T tour to 
the Heritage Aviation Center and Sheboygan County Airport, Gibbsville Cheese and a gas pump collection in 
Sheboygan Falls.  Lunch will be provided by Rich, his family and friends.  After lunch, Jim Hess will inspect 
Model Ts using a safety checklist.



President Jack Leonhardt reported on his experience with the Model T Ford Club of America office and 
insurance provider while trying to receive information regarding the MTFCA Chapter Liability Insurance 
Program.  Secretary Jim Rodell, Jr. tried to provide an understanding of what is covered by the program, 
from experience as organizer of Model T Day and as a past director of MTFCA.

   President Leonhardt announced that the Model T Ford Club of America is soliciting donations for the Model 
T Museum.  Jim Rodell, Sr. moved to table further discussion until the fall meeting.  Jim Wright seconded 
that motion.

     Dan Schultz reported on his positive experience attending the Chickasha pre-war swap meet with Mike 
Kuester and Jack Leonhardt.  Rich Edler and Jim Rodell, Sr. also attended.
 
    Dan Schultz also reported on plans for Destination Door County to be held May 26-28.  The tour will be 
going to Washington Island.  Thirteen Model Ts are registered.
     Jack and Barbara Leonhardt will again be hosting refreshments at their airplane hangar at Sheboygan 
County Airport during “Wings and Wheels” on Father’s Day, June 17th.
     Kevin Bruso announced that Ford Motor Company and EAA would like at least 4-5 Model T Fords at EAA 
Airventure each day, July 23-30, from 10 am. – 2p.m.  If interested in participating, members should call 
Kevin at 920-849-3682.  Shawn Gerrits produced two albums of photos taken at EAA over the past four 
years, to present to Sue and Becky, the event organizers.
     Kevin Bruso is also planning to organize a 3-day Model T tour for Northern Wisconsin over Labor Day 
weekend or later in 2013.
     Pete and Shelly Humphrey are planning to bring back the “Carousel Tour” to Waterloo Wisconsin on 
August 5th, leaving Germantown at 9 a.m.  Carol Gumbinger moved to use $25 from the club treasury to 
purchase prizes for Tin Lizzie Bingo, to be played at “Flivver Fest” in Waterloo.  Jim Hess seconded the 
motion.  Motion Carried.
     Jim, Jr. and Colleen Rodell are planning a tour to Port Washington, August 25th.
     Keith Gumbinger will plan the November 11, 2012 meeting in Kenosha.
     Keith Gumbinger suggested raising the incentive paid to tour organizers from the $25 per day of touring 
implemented when the program began, as gasoline prices have risen.  Kevin Bruso moved to raise the 
incentive to $35 per day of touring.  Pete Humphrey seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
     Gregg Zangl announced that Old Falls Village in Menomonee Falls to be held June 1-3.  June 1 is a 
history demonstration day for 4th and 5th grade students.  A tractor show is held June 2 and 3.

     Gregg also announced the “Old Iron Swap Meet” to be held at the Richfield Historical Park on Oct 7th.
     Jim Rodell, Jr. announced that Stan Waas of Knowles invited members to attend the July 4th parade at 11 
a.m.  Jim will put together an informal tour for that day.
     DeWayne Fritz expressed satisfaction with his new Triton aluminum trailer, and invited members to use 
him as a reference if shopping for a Triton trailer.
     President jack Leonhardt requested nominations for officers of The Dairyland Tin Lizzies.  Keith 
Gumbinger moved to re-elect the existing slate of officers.  Carol Brodtke seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried.  

Officers for the 2012-2013 club year are:
President: Jack Leonhardt
Vice President: Carol Gumbinger
Secretary: Jim Rodell, Jr.
Treasurer: Pete Humphrey

Jim Hess moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:42 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Rodell, Jr.
Secretary, Dairyland Tin Lizzies 



      Photos from the Spring meeting:

Upcoming Events
Save these dates

July 4th Independence Day Tour (see attached)
When:            9:30 am

                                Where:  Zion Lutheran Church
                                                      6430 Hwy D, Allenton
                                RSVP to:        jcerodell@hiercommnetworks.net

July 23-28th EAA Air Adventure (see attached)
                        RSVP to:        Kevin.Bruso@gmail.com

August 5th   Flivver Fest (see attached)

When: 9:00 AM
                                Where: Zangl's, N120W16014 Freistadt Road
                                                     Germantown, WI
                                RSVP to:      carsntravel@hotmail.com 
        

August 25th Port Washington Tour 



Where:           Details to follow

            

Independence Day Tour
July 4, 2012

Looking for something fun to do on the Fourth of July and want to put some miles on 
the Model T? Join the Diaryland Tin Lizzies, led by the Rodell family, as we take in 
some July 4 activities while rolling through scenic rural south east Wisconsin. 

Our tour will begin at 9:30 a.m. in parking lot of Zion Lutheran Church, 6430 Hwy D, 
Allenton. The church is easy to find, just east of the Hwy D exit off Hwy 41. There is 
plenty of parking if you are trailering your Model T to the tour.

We will head to the tiny town of Knowles, about 14 miles northwest, for their picnic 
and 11 a.m. parade. 

At 12:30 pm., we will leave Knowles to travel 40 miles southeast to the July 4 
celebration at Trinity Lutheran Church in Freistadt, the oldest Lutheran church in 
Wisconsin. Of course, we will have time for an ice cream stop at Confections for Any 
Occasion in Theresa.

Upon reaching Trinity Lutheran Church, at about 2 pm.  activities include tours of 
restored and furnished early buildings, food including items baked in a wood-fired 
brick oven, and Pomeranian music and dancers. 

At about 4:30 pm., we will head back to our starting point, past the home of Gregg 
and Pam Zangl and through West Bend, a distance of about 30 miles. You will have 
plenty of time to get home before dark and take in your local fireworks. 

Please RSVP Jim and Colleen Rodell at 262-629-9734 or 
jcerodell@hiercommnetworks.net.



Join the Dairyland Tin Lizzies for the

Return to the

“Carousel Tour”
&

“Flivver Fest”
(Post Flood)

It’s an afternoon with Ford Flivvers, families, food, fellowship & fun
under the shade trees of beautiful Waterloo Fireman’s Park.

- Catered picnic lunch with soft drinks
- Birthday cake to honor Henry Ford’s birthday
- Ride the relocated 1911 Parker carousel, 1 to 3 pm 50¢/ride.
- Tin Lizzie Bingo for children and adults
- Club members can meet & see each others Tin Lizzies

When: Sunday August 5th, Noon to 4:00 pm
Where: Waterloo, Wisconsin
Cost: $ 8.00 per adult

$ 4.00 per child 5 – 12, under 5 free

The “tour” will depart at 9:00 am from Zangl’s home:
N120W16014 Freistadt Road
Germantown, WI 53022

with Waterloo Fireman’s Park & “Flivver Fest” as the destination.

Join us for the tour, along the route, or in Waterloo.

Please send check payable to Dairyland Tin Lizzies by July 27th to:

Shelly Humphrey
3660 Larkfield Drive
West Bend, WI 53095

262-353-7998



Tin Lizzie University & Mini Tour hosted by Rich Edler:
We had a great turn out despite the "cool" and overcast weather with a total head count of 28 
people. --- It was great.

Congratulations - - - It's a boy! 

The Brodtke family has expanded again.  On May 30th, Paul and Melissa welcomed a second son, 
Liam Nicholas at 7lbs 15 oz and 20" long. Mom and baby are at home and doing well. 



Destination Door 2012



Having a T is more than the techie stuff like 

springs and carbs and tires. 

It’s a happening. 

It’s an encounter with a legend. 

It’s trying to understand what it wants. 

It’s knowing people that share the same experience. 

It's getting help from friends. 

It's kids and older folks smiling. 

It's people with the thumbs up. 

It's folks stopping to take pictures. 

It's going for ice cream with the grand children. 

It's getting wet when it rains. 

It's answering a zillion questions. 

It’s magic - That’s it – It’s magic.





FOR SALE:

1926 Touring Project

Engine is completely new, drivetrain work is 
completed and ready for final paint and 
assembly.
Steering column completely restored. New 
splash aprons, running boards, boxes and 
boxes of other new parts. Doors and rear 
fenders in good useable condition, body tub 
is quite solid, but needs restoration. Car is 
located in Kaukauna, WI.

Contact Randall Hahnemann at 920-766-
2823 for more information. 

FOR SALE:

Various Items from Shawn Gerrits

Also two new rear fenders, a windshield with the 
hinge in the middle, a round gas tank and two running 
boards for sale.  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I would like to give the spoke press to someone with 
the understanding any member can use it.

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
I have a set up for steam bending that I would like to 
give someone with the understanding any member 
can use it. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Call Shawn @ 920-382-6447



             

Ford Motor Company and the Experimental Aircraft Association have once again requested our presence at this 

year’s EAA Air Venture event, July 23rd thru July 28th, 2012.

A substantial change from the past few years of doing this event is the removal of our ‘display day’ and the request that 

we provide show attendants with the ‘Model T Experience’ all days of the air show (Monday through Saturday). 

However, this does not mean that each of us would be required to be there every day of the event. Everyone involved in 

the planning stages of the event fully understand that’s not possible for many of us due to many factors such as vacation 

time, travel costs, etc. If you are able to attend for the whole week, that’s great, but in no way is it expected of anyone. 

Below is a chart for the week, please indicate in the corresponding box what days you would be able to attend so I can 

put together some form of schedule. It would be best to have a minimum of 4-5 cars there each day so we don’t get too 

far behind with the rides. Participants will be entered into a drawing to win an amazing prize. 

Things to consider when you pick the days you would like to attend:

Monday Evening: Steve Miller Concert at the Ford Hangar

Wednesday Evening: Chapter Presidents reception at the Ford Hangar

Saturday Evening: Blooze Brothers band at the Ford Hangar and Night time air show

Current proposed daily schedule:

7:30-8:00 am - Gather in museum parking lot 

8:40 am – Travel into Crusin’ Legends area

9:00 am -12 noon – Model T Experience

12 noon-1:00 pm – Lunch Break- lunch will be provided by the EAA

1:00 pm - 3:00pm – Model T Experience

To sign up for this event, remove this page from the newsletter and fold along the lines on the back, tape the edges and 

mail it back to me. It is pre-addressed, so all you have to do is fill it out and put on a stamp.

 You may also call me at 920-849-3682, or email at Kevin.Bruso@gmail.com 

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Please indicate the days you would like to participate by placing an ‘X’ in the box below the dates listed 

Monday  7/23 Tuesday  7/24 Wednesday 

7/25

Thursday  7/26 Friday  7/27 Saturday  7/28

If you are planning to camp at the EAA grounds, please indicate the nights you would need a camping pass

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

The sooner I can get a roster to the folks at Ford and the EAA, the sooner I can get you all of your credentials for the 

event, so please send this form back, or contact me as soon as possible to sign up. 

The deadline to sign up is Monday July 2nd, 2012. Late registrations are a big hassle for everyone involved, so please 

be prompt.



Dairyland Tin Lizzies
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